
PROJECTS 

1. Supplement and apply the Village Design Statement 
 
Background 
 
The VDS was produced in 1998 with the aim of creating a guide on the character and distinctness of 
the Parish.  The document highlights the qualities and features of the Parish that are valued by 
residents.  The VDS is used by planners as a reference document to ensure the things deemed 
important by village residents are considered in new development.   
 
Project Scope 
 
Given the VDS was produced in 1998, there is a requirement to update and supplement it so it 
provides further support and complements the Neighbourhood Development Plan.   
 
The detailed work on landscape setting and character are of particular importance given that a large 
part of the Parish lies within the Cotswold AONB.  Significant views in and out of the village should 
be reconfirmed and additional views from public rights of way evaluated and highlighted.  The open 
green spaces and boundaries should be evaluated to ensure they represent resident opinions and if 
necessary, protected from further development. 
 
In addition, the VDS also highlights the diversity in building design and materials in the village, which 
provides an important reference document.  This work should be supplemented to reflect any 
changes in the village. 
 
Primary Aim 
 
To update the current VDS document with new information on important features, such as views in 
and out of the village, and record them so fully informed decisions on planning are made that impact 
the character and distinctness of the Parish 
 
Project Deliverables 
 
An updated VDS document 
 
 

2. Water Management 
 

Current clean and dirty water pipework dates back to the 1960s when the village began to expand 

with two new council housing estates.   Since then private building at a reduced rate has continued 

until today with the water authority advising in 2017 that the current pipework capacity is still 

sufficient for at least 50 more houses.  The problem is maintenance which not only involves the 

pipework infrastructure but also the diversion of run-off water into the drains or water courses at 

times of heavy rainfall leading to flooding.   

Project Scope  



The scope of this project is to keep the parish council, Severn Trent Water Authority Ltd., and the 

WCC Highways Division aware of problems arising from broken or blocked pipework, drains, ditches 

and the state of water courses rising, all of which could and do lead to flooding of property. 

Primary Aim 

To help alleviate the risk of flooding in the forming of a Brailes Flood Group (2016) and having a 

member of the group keeping the council and agencies up to date with current problems with the 

infrastructure and water courses.   

Project Deliverables 

Monthly reports to the parish council and regular contact with the agencies via the National Flood 

Forum. Work on sustainable and environmentally aware methods to manage flood water from water 

courses  by Natural Flood Management measures being used across the nation i.e. bunds, dams, 

hedging and other ecologically sustainable methods.   This requires getting landowners and farmers 

consent and co-operation.  Grant  was raised January 2018 to construct a bund to detain floodwater 

and consent given for the work to go ahead July 2018.  Other similar works are planned depending 

on finance available. 

This work depends upon the interest and involvement of residents to keep a Brailes Flood Group 

active into the future. In terms of protecting our environment in relation to water management the 

group is aware of the Severn Trent: Draft Water Resources Management Plan 2018/9 dealing with 

water demand and supply forecasts into the future; reducing leakage;  sustainable abstraction of 

water; future supply scenarios re. climate change/population change, supply resilience; 

improvement of water efficiency and more. 

 


