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“A VALUED LANDSCAPE AND SETTING” 
 
Please use the following link to access the appendices: 
http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp/appendices/ 
 
 
Data Gathering 
 
The group gathered the information from previous Parish documents:  
 

- The Village Design Statement approved by Stratford on Avon District Council in 1998 (see 
Appendix 9)    

 
- The Parish has for a number of years developed a series of “Parish Plans”. These were produced 

in 1992/93 (see Appendix 10), 2005 (see Appendix 30), 2012 (see Appendix 11).  The plans 
produced in 2005, 2012 and the 2015 Community Survey (see Appendix 3) were based on 
household surveys distributed to every household in the Parish, our return rates were 58%, 83% 
and 84% respectively. 

 
From these the group started to develop some themes around the environment, housing, community 
infrastructure and local employment that could influence “the landscape”. 
 
The group tested these out at our first Open Day in May 2014, some key feedback was: 
 

- Comply with the Village Design Statement 
- Size and types of dwellings 
- Protect Character 
- Moderate growth    

 
Between May and December of that year there was very little constructive development as the group 
struggled with membership and its relationship with the Parish Council. 
 
In early 2015 these issues had been resolved, new members joined the group and a project plan was 
developed to cover the next phases of the project. 
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The group took the decision that we should carry out a new survey to gather up to date information 
about the Parish and also to gather people’s views on how they saw the Parish developing. A small 
group was established, most of the members had worked on previous Village Plans. The group designed 
the survey (see Appendix 3) to cover household data, individual data and business data. The survey was 
reviewed and subsequently updated with feedback from SDC.  
 
“Thank you very much for your e-mail. I’m glad the feedback was of assistance to you. At the end of the 
day, our comments are sent to you to help ensure you have considered as many options/topic areas for 
the questionnaire as possible and also assist in helping you produce a questionnaire that will provide 
good evidence for the basis of the neighbourhood plan going forward.”  

Mathew Neal – SDC - 17/04/15 

An extensive “street champion” network was set up to distribute and collect the surveys from every 
dwelling in the Parish, this we did with an 84% completion rate. The survey forms were data entered 
and analysed by SDC. 
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The resident’s feedback that influenced our thinking on the landscape setting related to questions 6 -10 
covering: 
 

- Renewable energy  
 
Type Consider Not Consider 
Wind Turbine 35% 56% 
Solar Panel Farm  58% 34% 
Biomass Generating Plant  52% 28% 
Anaerobic Digestor 49% 29% 
 

- Dark skies – in favour 79%  
- Footpaths and bridleways (should be protected) – 90% 
- Public views (important) – 90% 
- Importance of the AONB to all Planning Applications – 90% 

 
There were very high percentage scores supporting the view that these topics were important. 
 
In addition, people were asked about the size of developments and types of dwellings they would prefer 
to see, some key themes coming out of this were: 
 

- A gradual addition of dwellings through to 2031 (81%) 
- New housing and changes to existing dwellings to be sympathetic in construction with the 

immediate locality (89%) 
 
The group followed this up with an Open Day in June 2015; this was much more about explaining the 
process and seeking some feedback in specific areas e.g. housing, environment, history, local wildlife, 
but did not provide us with any strong evidence to support policies in this area. 
 
The group, in mid-2015 started to consider the implications of site allocation and the development of a 
new Built up Area Boundary on the environment and landscape, where to build, what to build and what 
it would look like. 
 
The “Call for Sites “process is covered in detail in the “Meeting Housing Requirements” evidence based 
document. The outcome of the activity was the need to assess the viability of twenty sites in terms of 
their ability to meet our housing requirements and also their impact on the environment and landscape. 
 
The challenge for team was to design a process that used all the resident feedback to drive the selection 
of sites for potential development. This process is covered in detail in the housing evidence base. 
 
In order to assess the viability of sites, another Open Day was organised for January 2016, some of the 
key environmental and landscape issue were presented: 
 

- Green Fingers, Green Spaces, Entry Corridors and Separation Corridors, Views from the VDS, and 
Footpaths Maps to suggest where these might be were (input reference to website) and people 
asked to score various fields in terms of including/excluding from potential development. 
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The scores returned led us to develop some criteria for assessing potential housing sites and also 
highlighted key fields that people thought were important to protect. 
 
INSERT OPEN DAY MAPS AND FINAL VERSION WITH NEW BUAB 
 
As part of this exercise the responses concerning the designation of Green Spaces were analysed. It was 
recommended that the Locality checklist (see Appendix 13) be used to determine whether some of the 
sites suggested met all the criteria. All the sites proposed did. 
 
There was however an issue with one of the sites that scored highly in this category, the allotments. The 
allotments are owned and managed by the Brailes Charity. After discussions with both the Parish Council 
and the Trustees of the Charity, it was decided to respect the wishes of the Charity not to designate the 
allotments as a “Green Space”. 
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Floods have occurred in the village in (see Appendix 12): 
 

- April 1998 
- July 2007 
- November 2012 
- March 2016  

 
At the Open Day, the impact of development on potential flooding scored highest in our assessment 
criteria. 
 
The group realised however that many of the issues surrounding the flooding in Brailes were “beyond 
our influence” in that regulatory powers existed to manage almost all of the issues. We did, as a group, 
decide to put a policy (NE1) in the Plan so that the importance of the topic would always be to the 
forefront of future planning considerations. 
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The 2015 Survey covered some questions on people’s reaction to supporting business development.  
46% were supportive of new or converted buildings for commercial/business premises. This again 
supports the vision statement (approved by 94% of the respondents) “To see Brailes and Winderton 
develop whilst preserving our environment, character and community spirit”   
 
The group was conscious throughout the whole process of the overall policies and Management Plan of 
the Cotswold AONB, the NPPF and the importance that the SDC Core Strategy also gives to supporting 
this Plan. 
PUT IN WEBSITE REFERENCE FOR THESE 
 
Using the evidence mentioned above and the feedback from residents within the Parish, the team were 
able to justify the position of the BUAB and the location of potential; development sites within the 
village. It is important to recognise the primary driver for the position of the BUSAB and the location of 
development sites, is the feedback from the residents. This means that a compromise was developed 
between opinions and factors determining what could be a suitable development site. The team 
achieved this through the development of a process that consolidated all feedback.   
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EVIDENCE BASE LIST OF DOCUMENTS  

Policy Documents 
 
National Planning Policy Framework – Provides a high level context for the Plan and gives 
guidance on sustainable develop. 
 
Cotswold’s Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – Referenced in the Core Strategy and gives 
guidance on key areas around the environment. 
 
Stratford -on-Avon Core Strategy, since this has been evolving whilst our Plan was being 
prepared we have used the following documents: 

 
Core Strategy evidence base – provides maps and information on the evidence 
used to produce the Core Strategy. 
Proposed Submission Version June 2014 
Proposed modifications August 2015 
Core Strategy August 2016 

 
Process and Outcome Documents 

 
'Listening & Learning - How we communicated with the Parish'       

 The 2015 Neighbourhood Plan Survey   

 Historic Environment Assessment Designated Heritage Assets  

 Listed Buildings in Parish and Restraint Docs/Listed Buildings & scheduled Monuments 

 Maps used: 

- Neighbourhood Plan Boundary agreed with SDC May 2104 

- Flood Zone – Environment Agency Flood Map 

- Landscape Sensitivity – Core Strategy evidence base 

- Brailes Conservation Area 

- Winderton Conservation Area 

- AONB Special Landscape designation 

- Habitat Distinctiveness -  Core Strategy evidence base 
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- Medieval Settlements – Historic Environment Record 

- Medieval Earthworks – Historic Environment Record 

- Ridge and Furrow – Historic Environment Record 

- Village Design Statement Views – Village Design Statement 

- Public Footways and Bridleways 

 Village Design Statement 1998   

 Village Appraisal 1992/3  

Parish Council Action Plan 2012    

Feedback from Open Day May 2014 

Feedback from meeting with Brailes Primary School Children May 2105 

Feedback from Open Day June 2015 

Feedback from Open day January 2016  

Feedback from Open Day July 2016 

Warwickshire County Council Upper and Lower Brailes Landscape Study March 2016  

Warwickshire County Council Upper and Lower Brailes Landscape Study July 2016  

 Assessment Tool   

Local Green Spaces Map – in Policies Map  

 Rationale for designation of Local Green Spaces  

 BUAB - in Policies Map 

Evidence for new BUAB   

Call for sites   list and map 

Housing Status Report June 2015 

Warwickshire Rural Community Council Housing Needs Survey June 2016 


