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Our ref:UT/2007/101490/SE-15/SC2-L01
Your ref:	

Date:		11th December 2017



Dear Sir/Madam

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the Brailes Neighbourhood Plan 

Thank you for consulting the Environment Agency on the Brailes Neighbourhood Plan SEA, October 2017.

The Environment Agency  are the main body providing advice on improving resilience and adaptation to the effects of climate change, with particular regard on flood risk, water resources, water quality and aquatic biodiversity.

We strive to make a positive contribution through our Statutory Consultee role and hope you find our comments useful.

We have reviewed the report ‘Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Brailes Neighbourhood Plan’ (October 2017) by Lepus Consulting; 

Groundwater and Contaminated land

The area discussed in the Neighbourhood Plan is located on the bedrock of the Charmouth Mudstone Formation, which is designated as a ‘Secondary Undifferentiated Aquifer’ by the Environment Agency.  Superficial deposits are indicated to be absent.  Secondary Undifferentiated aquifers are predominantly lower permeability layers that may store and yield limited amounts of groundwater due to localised features and weathering.  

There are no Source Protection Zones are present nor the presence of active or historic landfills within the designated area neighbourhood plan area. There are no records of permitted industrial or waste activities within the identified area. The River Stour and associated tributaries are located in proximity to the area.

In planning any development in this area reference should be made to our document ‘The Environment Agency’s approach to groundwater protection’, available from gov.uk.  This sets out our position on a wide range of activities and developments, including:
	Waste management

Discharge of liquid effluents
Land contamination
Ground source heating and cooling
Cemetery developments
Drainage
Storage of pollutants and hazardous substances
Management of groundwater resources
 
Government Policy, as detailed in the National Planning Policy Framework (paragraph 120), states that ‘where a site is affected by contamination or land stability issues, responsibility for securing a safe development rests with the developer and/or landowner’.  Consequently should a development site currently or formerly have been subject to land-use(s) which have the potential to have caused contamination of the underlying soils and groundwater then any Planning Application must be supported by a Preliminary Risk Assessment.  This should demonstrate that the risks posed to ‘Controlled Waters’ by any contamination are understood by the applicant and can be safely managed.

We recommend that developers should:
	Follow the risk management framework provided in CLR11, Model Procedures for the Management of Land Contamination, when dealing with land affected by contamination.

Refer to the Environment Agency Guiding principles for land contamination for the type of information that we required in order to assess risks to controlled waters from the site. The Local Authority can advise on risk to other receptors, such as human health.
Consider using the National Quality Mark Scheme for Land Contamination Management which involves the use of competent persons to ensure that land contamination risks are appropriately managed.
Refer to the contaminated land pages on GOV.UK for more information.


Biodiversity 

The SEA covers the various issues as far as can be explored without site specific survey data for ecological constraints. The recommendations for ecological mitigation within the proposed development areas are appropriate.  

We would like to suggest that there is the need to incorporate a significant standoff from waterbodies as highlighted as part of the requirements under Policy NE1 if appropriate.  

This would be most relevant for site 188 Taylor as this site is bordered by the Sutton Brook. This would also be relevant for sites with ponds or wetland features where surface water collects.

We would suggest a minimum of 5m stand off from the Sutton Brook from any built development.  This will serve a duel function of providing space for water during flood events but also give the river corridor space to retain its connectivity for flora and fauna.   

Waterbodies such as ponds should also be buffered from development and formal landscaped greenspaces where chemicals such as fertilizers may be used.
We have noted there are records of a number of protected species associated with wetland habitats.  These include numerous bats species, grass snake, White clawed crayfish and the Alder flea weevil.  Consequently is it important that the potential constraints and opportunities for enhancement of key habitats are flagged early to ensure that any proposals are designed and planned carefully to minimise potential negative impacts and maximize opportunities for positive impacts on biodiversity.
 
The Environment Agency hopes you find the above comments useful and we look forward to being consulted in the next stage of the neighbourhood plan.

Yours faithfully





Mr Kazi Hussain
Planning Specialist

Direct dial 020 3025 3030 
Direct e-mail swwmplanning@Environment-Agency.gov.uk




