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17th March 2017 

 

Dear Mr Jordan 

 

Pre-application Advice, Brailes Neighbourhood Development Plan    
Further to your letter of 20th January 2017 and our subsequent meeting on 8th March 2017, I offer the 

following comments in relation to the five proposed sites, which are all, in principle, suitable for the 

suggested number of dwellings. 

 

Site 1 

A single access serving all six dwellings could be taken from Sutton Road. The visibility to the left exiting 

the site is restricted by the horizontal alignment of Sutton Road, therefore the access position will need 

to be carefully considered to overcome this. The position may also be influenced by the need to 

maintain an offset to Millers Way opposite the site. This would be more of a consideration should the 

site be further developed for an additional six dwellings as you suggested. Generally, however, I feel that 

a good design could achieve a suitable access in this location that could cater for the whole site in two 

phases. Turning facilities would need to be provided to allow vehicles to enter and exit forwards and a 

refuse collection point will need to be provided close to the existing Highway. 

 

A footpath could quite easily be provided from the site, linking to the existing network to the North. 

 

Site 2 

I carried out a further inspection following our meeting which confirmed that the proposed access point 

lies outside of the existing 30 Mph speed limit. It may be preferable therefore to include for an 

amendment to the existing Traffic Regulation Order in any application for this site to extend the speed 

limit past the site entrance. This will not only provide a safer environment for proposed residents, but 

also, potentially, make the access requirements less onerous by reducing vehicle speeds.  

As for Site 1, I recommend that the best access arrangement would be single shared drive serving all six 

dwellings. Again, turning and refuse collection facilities will need to be provided. 

 



 

We discussed the possibility of footpath linkages from this site to the village and felt that it would be 

difficult to achieve. Any Planning Application would therefore need to demonstrate within the Transport 

Statement that there would be no detrimental effect on the safety of road users by the introduction of 

additional pedestrian movements in this area, although, in practice the additional pedestrian 

movements are likely to be low and coupled with a speed limit review would probably be of little 

impact. 

 

Site 3 

This site could quite simply be accessed from Blakes Close which is capable of accommodating the 

additional traffic from six or twelve dwellings without any alteration and suitable footpath links are 

already present. 

 

Site 4 

We discussed the possibility of accessing this site form the Eastern end past The Old Chapel. However, 

this may restrict the number of dwellings that can be accommodated due to the narrowness of the 

available land, and I suggested that a further access could be provided from the Western side across the 

verge, through the existing gate, to serve the remainder. Unfortunately, I have been unable to establish 

ownership at this stage. I would suggest therefore that further investigation be undertaken to establish 

the potential for access at this point should it prove necessary due to the possibility that a suitable 

access cannot be created from the East. 

 

An informal pedestrian crossing point would be required as part of this development in order for 

residents to access the School, Recreation facilities and Village Hall. 

 

Site 5 

The visibility form this site was restricted in both directions. Visibility to the left (South) could be 

improved by the removal of vegetation, however, this may cross third party land and will need to be 

investigated. Visibility to the right (North) is restricted by the alignment of the road. You mentioned that 

the Parish had some speed data that showed speeds in the area. The visibility requirements are 

generally based on measured speeds. If you let me know what speed data you have, I will calculate the 

requirements and take measurements on site to determine the access position. 

 

As for sites 1 and 2, a single access point  is recommended, with turning and refuse collection facilities. 



 

 

I feel that there may be further ongoing discussion required, especially in respect of sites 4 and 5, 

therefore I will be pleased to continue dialogue as part of this pre-application process as necessary. 

Please let me know if you require any further information. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dave Pilcher 

 

Dave Pilcher 

Development Group 

 

 

 


