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The NPPF 2012, paragraphs 76,77,78; encourages Plan makers to designate 
valued green areas within their communities as  Local Green Spaces as follows:- 
 
76. Local communities through local and neighbourhood plans should be able to 
identify for special protection green areas of particular importance to them. By 
designating land as Local Green Space local communities will be able to rule out 
new development other than in very special circumstances. Identifying land as 
Local Green Space should therefore be consistent with the local planning of 
sustainable development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and 
other essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a 
plan is prepared or reviewed, and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the 
plan period.  
 
 
77. The Local Green Space designation will not be appropriate for most green 
areas or open space. The designation should only be used:  
 
1) where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it 

serves;  

 

2) where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a 
particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; 
and  

 

3) where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive 
tract of land.  
 
78. Local policy for managing development within a Local Green Space should be 
consistent with policy for Green Belts.  
 
At the consultation event held in January 2016, residents were asked if they valued 
the green open spaces within the village. The residents said 5 areas stood out as 
being very important in this respect:- 
 
The Playing Field 
 
This was the most important site, valued as an open space between Upper and 
Lower Brailes.  With unlimited public access as well this is a prime site to be 
designated as a Local Green Space. 
 Providing the owners of the site ( Parish Council, Village Hall Management 
Committee) agree this should be fairly straightforward. 
 
 
 
 



The Village Greens 
 
The village greens already have a great deal of protection under Section 12 of the 
Inclosure Act 1857 and Section 29 of the Commons Act 1876.   
However, the extra protection in planning law, provided by designating these areas 
as Local Green Spaces should be taken advantage of, as residents have again 
identified that they provide valuable open spaces within the settlement, which are 
available for recreational purposes. 
 
The 3 areas of village green which fit the criteria are:- 
a) The Lower Green, around Cow Lane. 
b) The war memorial Green, around the Lytch Gate and war memorial. 
c) The Upper Green also known as Salcracks.  
 
The Allotments 
 
Whilst the allotments scored highly as a valuable site to preserve, it has not been 
included in the “green space” designation. The question was discussed by the PC 
who proposed to leave the question of designation to the Trustees of the Brailes 
Charity, who own and administer the allotments. At a meeting September 2016 the 
Trustees requested that the allotment site be removed from the “green spaces” 
designations. This was done. 
 
 
 
 
Members of the Brailes NDP team ( Richard Cheney, Maggie Goren and Maggie 
Witherick discussed the designation of particular sites within Brailes, as Local 
Green Spaces, with Stephen Miles.  Stephen Miles recommended we look at 
designating these plots where the community feel particularly strongly about 
protecting them from development in the future.  This was then put to the Steering 
Committee at their meeting on 4th. July 2016 where all agreed with the  
proposal. 


