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Neighbourhood Plan “Housing Now” Survey Results 2015 
 
Introduction 
 
The Brailes and Winderton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group carried out a survey in the Parish in June 
2015. The aim of the survey was to gather information about the Parish as it is today and get the views 
of people as to how they felt it might develop in the future. 
 
The survey consisted of three sections: 
 
-  About Your Household 
- About You and Your Ideas 
- About Your Business 
 
Copies of the surveys can be found on Neighbourhood Plan website www.brailesnp.co.uk 
   
The survey went to every dwelling in the Parish and all those over the age of eighteen were eligible to 
respond.  
 
83% of households returned completed survey forms.   
 
This document reflects the responses we got in the area of housing now and potential future 
requirements. 
 
What do we have in the Parish now? 
 
We sought to find out the current state of the housing stock in the Parish by asking the following 
questions: 
 
“Which one of the following best describes your current accommodation?” (Q4 Household Survey) 
 
The replies show that houses are the predominant type of dwelling in the Parish.  
 

http://www.brailesnp.co.uk/
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“How many bedrooms do you have?” (Q5 Household Survey) 
 
No one size stands out as a dominant figure. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
“What type of ownership do you have?” (Q6 Household Survey) 
 
The predominant “type of ownership” is owner/occupier.  The shared ownership percentage reflects the 
affordable housing recently built in the Parish.  
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What do people want? 
 
 The next step was to find out what people in the Parish currently “wanted” in terms of new housing 
opportunities. 
 
We wanted to know where one (or more) people in a dwelling were looking to move out into another 
property. 
 
We asked: 
“Are any individuals in your household currently looking for additional accommodation in the Parish?” 
(Q11 Household Survey) 
The data table below shows the type of accommodation they are looking for.  
 

Type of 
Dwelling 

Number of 
bedrooms 

Owner/Occupier Rented/Shared 
Ownership 

All Options Total 
Numbers 

House 2 Yes 3  Yes 6 9 

House 3  Yes 1  1 

House 4 Yes 1   1 

Bungalow 2 Yes 1   1 

Bungalow/Flat 1   Yes 1 1 

Flat 2   Yes 1 1 



 
This tells us that out of those who wanted additional accommodation in the Parish, over 60% are looking 
for two bedroom houses, the type of ownership required crosses all types. 
 
We wanted to know where people currently had a dwelling but were looking for alternative 
accommodation in the Parish.   
 
We asked: 
“Is your household currently looking for alternative accommodation in the Parish?” (Q10 Household 
Survey) 
 
The data table below shows the type of accommodation they desire.  
 

Type of Dwelling Number 
of 
Bedrooms 

Owner/Occupier Rented/Shared 
Ownership 

All 
Options 

Total 
Numbers 

Up or 
Downsizing 

House 2 Yes 3  Yes 1 4 DDSS 

House 3 Yes 3 Yes 6  9 DUUUUUSSS 

House 4 Yes 3 Yes 2  5 DUUUS 

House/Bungalow 2/3 Yes 4  Yes 1 5 DDDDD 

Bungalow 2  Yes 2  2 DS 

Bungalow/Flat 2  Yes 1  1 D 

Flat 1  Yes 1  1 D 

 
The “D” indicates that this is a downsizing move, the “U” an upsizing move and “S” the same size 
 
Further analysis of the data for this question reveals that: 
 

- Of the twelve households looking to downsize, 8 are in the 60-75+ age range. 
- Of those looking for alternative accommodation, 14 households are currently renting. 
- Of the 27 households who answered this question, 26 came from Lower Brailes. 

 
 
Future Changes in Housing  
 
In order to try and assess how we might plan for the future we asked: 
 
“How would you expect your needs for housing to change in the next 5 years?” (Q12 Household Survey)  
 
 

 Inside the Parish Outside the Parish 

Move to  a smaller house 27 responses 23 responses 

Move to a larger house 21 responses 7 responses 

 
 
 
 



 
Further analysis of the data for this question shows the following trends: 
 

- Just under 50% of those looking to move to a smaller house currently occupy 4 bedroom house’s 
(22 households). 

- A fifth of those looking to move to smaller houses are currently in rented accommodation. (10 
households). 

- Just over half of those looking to move to a bigger house currently occupy 2 bedroom houses. 
(16 households).     

- Just under half of those looking to move to larger accommodation are currently renting their 
property.  (11 households). 

 
Additional Written Comments 
 
We asked for some written comments to try and gauge people’s views on this topic, we had 43 
responses. 
 
The main issue for 23% of these people was the expectation that they may need care in the future: 
 
“It probably may include a care person staying in a spare room, or moving into fully sheltered housing”      
 
The general tenure of the responses was around elderly relatives moving in, having to move as families 
grow and having to move as children leave home. 
 
14% raised the issue of the need for accommodation suitable and reasonably priced for younger adults. 
 
Peoples views on how the Parish should develop 
 
In the Individual Surveys (Q5) we asked people to indicate, from a list, which were the top four 
statements most closely, representing their views for future developments in the Parish. 
 
The top four statements selected were: 
 

- “A gradual addition of the dwellings through to 2031”  
- “The provision of affordable housing for people with local connections”  
- “New housing and changes to existing dwellings to be sympathetic in construction with the 

immediate locality”  
- “Future developments being in no more than 5 dwellings”   

 
 
Views from the Business Community 
 
There were also a few comments from the business community (4 from 113 respondents) supporting 
the need for affordable homes.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Dwellings Currently in the Planning Process – Granted Awaiting Completion 
 
An analysis of the planning applications granted but not completed (up until August 2015) shows the 
following number of potential dwellings: 
 
1 – 1 bedroom     10 – 4 bedrooms 
8 – 2 bedrooms     3 – 5 bedrooms 
10 – 3 bedrooms  
 
Conclusions 
 
The table below summarises the data shown in this report.  A current  “ snapshot in time”. 
 

Number of 
bedrooms per 
dwelling 

Number of 
people looking 
for a new 
dwelling 

Number of 
households 
looking for an 
alternative 
dwelling 

     Total  Number of 
dwellings 
“granted 
awaiting 
completion”  

1 1 1 2 1 

2 11 7 18 8 

3 1 14 15 10 

4 1 5 6 10 

5 0 0 0 3 

 
 

- Dwellings in the “planning pipeline” have the potential to meet most of the current 
requirements recorded in the survey for those looking for 3 and 4 bedroom dwellings. 

 
- There is a lack of development for those requiring a 2 bedroom dwelling. 

 

- Further development should take into account the stock of dwellings that will be released as 
people move from existing homes.  

 
- Further development should take into account the four statements that best reflect the views of 

the respondents to the survey. 
 

 
 
 
 



Data Analysis Methodology 
 
The data to derive the figures above was gathered in the following way: 
 

- The returned surveys were sorted into three types Household, Individual and Business. A 
number of returns were discarded at this point because the surveys had been returned 
unanswered. 

- The surveys were sent to Mr. Simon Purfield at Stratford-upon- Avon District Council who had 
given us the best quote for data entering and reporting on all of the survey results. 

- The results were sent back to us in two formats. A high level summary of the results of each 
question. An excel spreadsheet giving the detailed answers of every response entered. Note: all 
these documents will shortly be available on the Neighbourhood Plan website.   

- The detailed analysis was done by sorting and extracting data from the master spreadsheet and 
doing an analysis of the results. 


