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“A STRONG LOCAL ECONOMY” 
 
 
Data Gathering 
 
The group gathered the information from previous Parish documents:  
 

- The Village Design Statement approved by Stratford on Avon District Council in 1998   
 

- The Parish has for a number of years developed a series of “Parish Plans”. These were produced 
in 1992/93, 2005, 2012 and for the Neighbourhood Development Plan in 2015. The plans 
produced in 2005, 2012 and 2015 were based on household surveys distributed to every 
household in the Parish, our return rates were 58%, 83% and 84% respectively. 

 
From these the group started to develop some themes around the environment, housing, community 
infrastructure and local employment that could influence “the landscape”. 
 
The group tested these out at our first Open Day in May 2014, some key feedback was: 
 

- Comply with the Village Design Statement 
- Size and types of dwellings 
- Protect Character 
- Moderate growth    

 
Between May and December of that year there was very little constructive development as the group 
struggled with membership and its relationship with the Parish Council. 
 
In early 2015 these issues had been resolved, new members joined the group and a project plan was 
developed to cover the next phases of the project. 
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The group took the decision that we should carry out a new survey to gather up to date information 
about the Parish and also to gather people’s views on how they saw the Parish developing. A small 
group was established, most of the members had worked on previous Village Plans. The group designed 
the survey to cover household data, individual data and business data. The survey was reviewed and 
subsequently updated with feedback from SDC. 
 
An extensive “street champion” network was set up to distribute and collect the surveys from every 
dwelling in the Parish, this we did with an 84% completion rate. The survey forms were data entered 
and analysed by SDC. 
 
 
 
 
 
The business community had its own questionnaire to complete, covering: 
 

- Where do you run your business from? 
- What type of business is it? 
- How many people do you employ? 
- Any difficulties you experience? 
- Are your premises suitable? 
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Some key findings from the responses were: 
 

- The number of people running businesses from home had risen from 54 in 2012 to 87 in 2015. 
This could have an impact on the need to provide good technical infrastructure in the Parish and 
also in new dwellings being built. 

- Whilst the farming industry covers a large proportion of the land in the Parish, it accounts for 
less than twenty percent of the total business activity. Businesses in the Parish cover a very wide 
range of activities. 

- In terms of difficulties experienced, recruiting and training of staff scored highest, with lack of 
local childcare also being rated as important.  

 
After discussion in the group we came reached the following conclusion: 
 

- Establishing businesses either on commercial premises or at home was very much a “business 
led decision”. Due to the size and location of the Parish we felt that there was little we could do 
to influence the economics of these decisions. We could however develop policies that created 
an environment that did not seek to prohibit the growth of the business community. 

 
 
At the Open Day in July 2016 we put forward our draft policies in this area, the response to them was 
positive. 
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EVIDENCE BASE LIST OF DOCUMENTS  

Policy Documents 
 
National Planning Policy Framework – Provides a high level context for the Plan and gives 
guidance on sustainable develop. 
 
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty – Referenced in the Core Strategy and gives 
guidance on key areas around the environment. 
 
Stratford -on-Avon Core Strategy, since this has been evolving whilst our Plan was being 
prepared we have used the following documents: 

 
Core Strategy evidence base – provides maps and information on the evidence 
used to produce the Core Strategy. 
Proposed Submission Version June 2014 
Proposed modifications August 2015 
Core Strategy August 2016 

 
Process and Outcome Documents 

 
'Listening & Learning - How we communicated with the Parish'       

 The 2015 Neighbourhood Plan Survey   

 Historic Environment Assessment Designated Heritage Assets  

 Listed Buildings in Parish and Restraint Docs/Listed Buildings & Scheduled Monuments 

 Maps used: 

- Neighbourhood Plan Boundary agreed with SDC May 2104 

- Flood Zone – Environment Agency Flood Map 

- Landscape Sensitivity – Core Strategy evidence base 

- Brailes Conservation Area 

- Winderton Conservation Area 

- AONB Special Landscape designation 
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- Habitat Distinctiveness -  Core Strategy evidence base 

- Medieval Settlements – Historic Environment Record 

- Medieval Earthworks – Historic Environment Record 

- Ridge and Furrow – Historic Environment Record 

- Village Design Statement Views – Village Design Statement 

- Public Footways and Bridleways 

 Village Design Statement 1998   

 Village Appraisal 1992/3  

Parish Council Action Plan 2012    

Feedback from Open Day May 2014 

Feedback from meeting with Brailes Primary School Children May 2105 

Feedback from Open Day June 2015 

Feedback from Open day January 2016  

Feedback from Open Day July 2016 

Warwickshire County Council Upper and Lower Brailes Landscape Study March 2016  

Warwickshire County Council Upper and Lower Brailes Landscape Study July 2016  

 Assessment Tool   

Local Green Spaces Map – in Policies Map  

 Rationale for designation of Local Green Spaces  

 BUAB - in Policies Map 

Evidence for new BUAB   

Call for sites   list and map 

Housing Status Report June 2015 

Warwickshire Rural Community Council Housing Needs Survey June 2016 
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