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Landscape Assessment of Potential Development Sites within the 

parish of Brailes  

 

1.0 The Commission 

1.1 In June 2016 Warwickshire County Council Landscape Architects were appointed by 

Brailes & Winderton Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group to undertake 

a follow up landscape assessment of potential development sites within the parish.   

The survey is based on two areas identified in yellow on the plan on page 3, sites 153 

and 225 (Call for Sites and Where to Build preferences) which was derived from a 

public consultation event in January 2016 and three other parcels of land A, B and C 

which have since been put forward and are shown in blue on the plan.  The 

landscape assessment includes zones previously covered by the 2012 Stratford 

Landscape Sensitivity Study for Brailes 

(https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning/landscape-sensitivity-study-2012.cfm).  The 

primary purpose of this assessment was to see if the landscape sensitivity had 

changed since the Stratford study was carried out.   

1.2 The following Land Cover Parcels were revisited; Br_01, Br_02, Br_04 and Br_09.   

1.3 The aim of this study was to provide an analysis of landscape character for the above 

mentioned zones, identifying areas of low, moderate and high quality. 

1.4 The landscape assessment comprises: 

(a) Further refinement of the Land Cover Parcels based on a field exercise to 

gather information on verification of character, condition, function, 

tranquillity and visual quality; 

 (b) Site specific analysis on the above information, and 

(c) Suggested mitigation should part of a zone have the capacity to 

accommodate some development. 

1.5 The Land Cover Parcels are referred to as ‘zones’ in this report and are shown on the 

map titled ‘Brailes (Upper & Lower) Landscape Sensitivity to Housing Development’ 

in the 2012 Stratford Landscape Sensitivity Study.  It should be noted that only 

publically accessible routes / footpaths have been used to carry out the field survey.  

Information on each zone has been set out in the Appendix in numerical order.  

Representative photographs of each zone are included after the written notes.   
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2.0 Methodology 

2.1 The methodology used for the ‘Landscape Sensitivity & Ecological & Geological 

Study’ undertaken for Warwick District Council in 2013 was broadly followed for this 

assessment. (http://www.warwickdc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1549/appendix_7_-

_landscape_sensitivity_and_ecological_and_geological_study) 

2.2 The first step in this study has been to use the information available to us to extend 

the initial Land Cover Parcel (LCP) analysis.  The  ‘zones’  have been assessed on site 

using a standard checklist taking into account physical characteristics, visibility, the 

settlement edge and potential receptors.  Each ‘zone’ report includes a site 

description within the context of the overall LCP followed by more detailed field 

notes. 

2.3 The focus for this landscape sensitivity assessment is on identifying the landscape 

value lost from potential development.  Although this means we have concentrated 

on individual fields these have been assessed in the context of the zone as a whole. 
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Zone          Br_01               Settlement:     Lower Brailes       Parish:   Brailes 

Site description         

Site A is a plot of land within a large mature garden setting to the south of parcel 188 and 

lies within Br01, just outside the Conservation Area and the Built-Up Area Boundary (both of 

which cut through the centre of the property).  The current owners are considering applying 

for permission to construct a single storey wheelchair friendly dwelling to meet their own 

needs, south west of the existing property and immediately beyond the Built-Up Area 

Boundary.  The suggested location for the new dwelling is off the existing drive above the 

tennis court which, being on lower ground adjacent to Sutton Brook is at risk of flooding.  

The latter would be reclaimed as garden.  A stream connecting into Sutton Brook runs along 

the southern boundary and the garden benefits from almost continuous screening provided 

by the mature vegetation along the brook corridor with only one significant gap allowing 

glimpsed views into the site from the adjacent PRoW network, of the tennis court and 

roofline of the existing property.   

Potential for housing development     high /medium 

Although residential, the grounds were included within land cover parcel Br01 which has an 

overall landscape sensitivity of high / medium allowing for some development to take place. 

A single dwelling which respects the local vernacular and meets a specific need, whilst not 

being harmful to the local landscape character, should be given consideration.  

 

Landscape characteristics         (DESK TOP) as Br_01 

LDU Level    COTSWOLD FRINGE 

Physiographic                                 

Ground type    soft rock & valleys  

Landcover    pastoral farmlands 

Settlement pattern   village & estate farms 

Cultural sensitivity   - 

Ecological sensitivity   - 

Visual sensitivity   - 

Land Cover Parcel data 

Landscape / planning 

Green Belt      Parks, Gdns & Amenity Green Spaces □     Ancient woodland □  TPO unknown 
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Biodiversity 

SSSI □ Local Wildlife Sites □   Warks Wildlife Trust Reserves □ 

Historic /archaeology 

Cons. Area (adjacent to)    SAMS □      Historic Parks / Gdns □  Listed Blgs□     Registered 
Battlefield □ 

Other  

Flood   adjacent to stream / brook       

      

Characteristics 

Landform         stream valley gentle slopes 

Land use          arable 

 

Field boundaries           (FIELD SURVEY) 

Type             N/a       

Species        N/a       

Condition      N/a    

Mgmt                 N/a  

 

Hedge /stream trees 

Extent               Scattered  

Age structure   Mixed age 

 

Other trees       

Extent               Apparent 

Age structure  Mixed 

Patch survival  

Extent               N/a 

Mgmt                N/a 
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Ecological corridors 

Condition         Declining 

  

Intensity of use 

Impact              Moderate 

 

Pattern 

Settlement pattern        The site is within a garden area outside the Built-up Area 
Boundary to the settlement and fringing the Conservation 
Area. 

Other built features      - 

Presence of water         stream 

Scale                                 n/a                                           

Sense of enclosure        Framed to enclosed 

Diversity                        n/a 

 

Skyline 

Views are of rising ground and edge of settlement to the north-west of the stream corridor 
softened by vegetation. 

Key views          

Views to the north from this site are of the Conservation Area and are dominated by the 
landmark feature of the church.  Views in other directions are framed by the rising ground 
of Brailes Hill and Mine Hill, with some longer distance views to the south.  

 

Intervisibility 

Site observation  Low 

Only glimpsed views of part of the site and the roofline of the existing property can be seen 
from land to the east, south and west from the PRoW network. 

 

Tranquillity 

Noise sources:   None   
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Urban views: A positive settlement edge to the north including views of the 
Church within a small scale field pattern. 

Presence of people:      Infrequent 

 

Tranquillity rating:         High for this part of the zone. 

 

 

No photograph of the site has been included since it is on private land.  
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Zone          Br_01               Settlement:     Lower Brailes       Parish:   Brailes 

 

Site description         

Plot number 153 is a sloping medium sized arable field surrounded by hedgerows with an 

insignificant number of hedgerow trees and bounded on lower ground by vegetation 

fringing Sutton Brook.  It lies immediately to the south of plot 189, (part of which has 

already been identified as a potential housing site in the Stratford Sensitivity Study 2012).  

Both plots form part of land cover parcel Br01 which has an overall landscape sensitivity of 

high / medium.   The northern boundary to plot 153 lies on a minor rise and this changes the 

aspect of the site with the landform falling away to the south east; this detaches it from the 

remainder of the built settlement, giving it a strong sense that it forms part of the wider 

countryside rather than a natural extension to the settlement edge.  Such an encroachment 

would therefore be inappropriate in this location. 

Potential for housing development             high/medium 

The northern boundary to plot 153 lies on a minor rise and this changes the aspect of the 

site with the landform falling away to the south east; this detaches it from the remainder of 

the built settlement, giving it a strong sense that it forms part of the wider countryside 

rather than a natural extension to the settlement edge.  This raises the landscape sensitivity 

to high for this particular part of the parcel.  Such an encroachment would therefore be 

inappropriate in this location.   

Landscape characteristics         (DESK TOP) as Br_01 

LDU Level    COTSWOLD FRINGE 

Physiographic                                 

Ground type    soft rock & valleys  

Landcover    pastoral farmlands 

Settlement pattern   village & estate farms 

Cultural sensitivity   - 

Ecological sensitivity   - 

Visual sensitivity   - 

 

Land Cover Parcel data 

Landscape / planning 
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AONB YES   Green Belt □  Parks, Gdns & Amenity Green Spaces □    Ancient woodland □  

TPO unknown 

Biodiversity 

SSSI □ Local Wildlife Sites □   Warks Wildlife Trust Reserves □ 

 

Historic /archaeology 

Cons. Area □    SAMS □      Historic Parks / Gdns □  Listed Blgs □    Registered Battlefield □ 

 

Other  

Flood   part, adjacent to Sutton Brook       

      

Characteristics 

Landform         lower stream valley gentle slopes 

Land use          arable 

 

Field boundaries           (FIELD SURVEY) 

Type             Hedgerows       

Species        Thorn       

Condition      Good - Redundant    

Mgmt                 Trimmed  

 

Hedge /stream trees 

Extent               Infrequent  

Age structure   Mixed age 

 

Other trees       

Extent               n/a 

Age structure  n/a 
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Patch survival  

Extent               Relic 

Mgmt                Intensive 

 

Ecological corridors 

Condition         Declining 

  

Intensity of use 

Impact              Moderate 

 

Pattern 

Settlement pattern        - 

Other built features      - 

Presence of water         Sutton Brook 

Scale                                 Medium                                            

Sense of enclosure        Open 

Diversity                        Simple 

 

Skyline 

Rising ground beyond Sutton Brook gives rise to a locally prominent skyline.  The minor rise 
on the western edge of the site is visible from the PRoW network. 

Key views          

Views to the northeast from this site are of the Conservation Area and are dominated by the 
landmark feature of the church.  Views in other directions are framed by the rising ground 
of Brailes Hill and Mine Hill, with some longer distance views to the south.  

 

Intervisibility 

Site observation  Medium 
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The site can be seen from the adjacent Conservation Area as well as higher land to the east, 
south and west. 

Tranquillity 

Noise sources:   None   

Urban views: A positive settlement edge to the north including views of the 
Church within a small scale field pattern. 

Presence of people:      Infrequent 

Tranquillity rating:         High for this part of the zone. 

 

Functional relationship 

The northern boundary to plot 153 lies on a minor rise and this changes the aspect of the 

site with the landform falling away to the south east; this detaches it from the remainder of 

the built settlement, giving it a strong sense that it forms part of the wider countryside 

rather than a natural extension to the settlement edge.  Nearby PRoWs and Sutton Brook 

also provide links to the wider area.   

 

Visual relationship 

The site forms part of the countryside setting to the village  with nearby PRoWs and Sutton 

Brook also providing links to the wider area.   

 

Settlement edge 

There is no immediate settlement edge, this can be viewed from adjacent fields and is 

indented, varied and broken up by vegetation. 

 

Key receptors     Sensitivity 

Urban residents    High 

PRoW      High 

Road users     Medium 
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View from Sutton Lane looking north-east across Plot 153, with church tower on skyline. 
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Zones          Br_02  & Br_04             Settlement:     Lower Brailes       Parish:   Brailes 

Site description         

Plot 225 lies to the north and east of the industrial estate on the eastern edge of the 

settlement and straddles the boundary between land cover parcels Br02 and Br04. Land 

Cover Parcel Br02 is on the lower slopes of Mine Hill which forms a rural backdrop to the 

east of the settlement.  The industrial estate sits on lower land at the foot of the slope 

within BR04.  Both are prominent in views from the east of the settlement.  There are rural 

views from a well-used footpath running along the northern edge of the village, behind the 

listed group comprising the Old Rectory Farmhouse and attached RC Chapel of St Peter and 

St Paul with presbytery, towards the steeply sloping site.  Views of the industrial estate at 

the base of the slope are degraded to some extent. There are also views across the site from 

Salt Way Lane on the north eastern approach to the village from Winderton.   

 

Potential for housing development             high 

Any new housing in the adjacent fields would further degrade views from the well-used 

public footpath.  The ground is already rising within the northern and eastern edges of the 

industrial estate and there is a marked change in slope from the eastern boundary of the 

industrial estate which extends across a significant portion of the overall plot.  The most 

north western area of the plot is on  relatively flat ground but lies beyond the Built-Up Area 

Boundary and reads as a continuum  of the wider landscape.   

Landscape characteristics         (DESK TOP) as Br02 since only a small part lies within 
Br04 

LDU Level    COTSWOLD FRINGE 

Physiographic                                 

Ground type    Loamy brown soils  

Landcover    Arable farmlands 

Settlement pattern   Village and estate farms 

Cultural sensitivity   - 

Ecological sensitivity   - 

Visual sensitivity   - 

 

Land Cover Parcel data 

Landscape / planning 
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AONB YES   Green Belt□      Parks, Gdns & Amenity Green Spaces YES     Ancient woodland □ 
TPO  unknown 

 

Biodiversity 

SSSI □ Local Wildlife Sites YES,   Warks Wildlife Trust Reserves □ 

 

Historic /archaeology 

Cons. Area □   SAMS YES      Historic Parks / Gdns □  Listed Blgs□    Registered Battlefield □ 

 

Other  

Flood   -       

      

Characteristics 

Landform         moderately sloping hillside 

Land use          arable farmland 

 

Field boundaries           (FIELD SURVEY) 

Type             Hedgerows       

Species        Thorn       

Condition      Redundant   - relic 

Mgmt                 Trimmed  

 

Hedge /stream trees 

Extent               Insignificant  

Age structure   - 

 

Other trees       

Extent               Insignificant 

Age structure  n/a 
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Patch survival  

Extent               Relic 

Mgmt                Intensive 

 

Ecological corridors 

Condition         Declining 

  

Intensity of use 

Impact              High 

 

Pattern 

Settlement pattern        There is no settlement within the site, but it is abutted by 
existing commercial development to the south and west. 

Other built features      - 

Presence of water         - 

Scale                                 Large                                            

Sense of enclosure        Open 

Diversity                        Simple 

 

Skyline 

Land Cover Parcel Br02 is on the lower slopes of Mine Hill which forms a rural backdrop to 
the east of the settlement.    Rounded hills with hedge lines and occasional trees form a 
skyline and backdrop to settlement. 

 

Key views          

Views are of large scale arable fields, framed by higher ground to the east and south with 
commercial development immediately south and west of the site.  St. George’s Church, to 
the south-west of the site, is a landmark feature.   

Intervisibility 

Site observation  High 
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The site is quite visible from the surrounding area.  Commercial development within the 
immediate area is a detractor. 

 

Tranquillity 

Noise sources:   Some background noise from the commercial development.  

Urban views: Commercial development immediately to the east and south 
of the site. 

Presence of people:      Infrequent 

Tranquillity rating:         High for this part of the zone. 

 

Functional relationship 

The site forms part of the surrounding farmed landscape and is visible from PRoW SS52 and 
Salt Way Lane. 

 

Visual relationship 

The site relates visually to the surrounding countryside. 

 

Settlement edge 

There is no immediate settlement edge.  Nearby residential development within the 
Conservation Area is softened by vegetation.   

 

Key receptors     Sensitivity 

Urban residents    High 

PRoW      High 

Road users     Medium
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View from field gate onto Salt Way Lane looking east across Plot 225 with edge of Industrial Estate visible in the foreground. 

 

View from PROW SS52 looking south-east towards Plot 225 with industrial estate at base of the hill.  
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Zone          Br_09               Settlement:     Lower Brailes       Parish:   Brailes 

 
Site description         

Site B comprises a small, partially enclosed pastoral field with framed views to the SE and 

NW. The field is located to the west of a former Methodist chapel that forms part of a small 

cluster of individual properties, off an unnamed lane in Upper Brailes.  The potential site lies 

within Br09 which has an overall landscape sensitivity of high / medium. A PRoW skirts the 

field on the northern boundary and links the settlement with the wider landscape.  There 

are views of the local hills to the east beyond middle distance views of pastoral fields and 

mature orchard trees which connect with the wider field pattern to the west – i.e. a 

characteristic feature of the rural setting of Brailes.   

Potential for housing development             high 

Although there is a mixed tree belt to the south and west there are obvious linkages with 

the wider landscape.  The construction of housing within this field would break up this 

continuum and would therefore be inappropriate for further development. 

 

Landscape characteristics         (DESK TOP) as Br09 

LDU Level    COTSWOLD FRINGE 
Physiographic                                 
Ground type    Wet claylands  
Landcover    Pastoral farmlands 
Settlement pattern   Village and estate farms 
Cultural sensitivity   - 
Ecological sensitivity   - 
Visual sensitivity   - 
 
Land Cover Parcel data 
Landscape / planning 
AONB YES   Green Belt□   Parks, Gdns & Amenity Green Spaces □   Ancient woodland □   
TPO unknown 
 
Biodiversity 
SSSI □ Local Wildlife Sites YES,   Warks Wildlife Trust Reserves □ 
 
Historic /archaeology 
Cons. Area □    SAMS □      Historic Parks / Gdns □  Listed Blgs □    Registered Battlefield □ 
 
Other  
Flood   -   
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Characteristics 
Landform         Lower stream valley gentle slopes 
Land use           Pastoral 
 
Field boundaries           (FIELD SURVEY) 
Type             Hedgerows       
Species        Thorn       
Condition      Good to poor with some non-native treed boundaries    
Mgmt                 Outgrown  
 
Hedge /stream trees 
Extent               Scattered /dense  
Age structure   Mixed age 
 
Other trees       
Extent              Apparent 
Age structure Mixed age 
 
Patch survival  
Extent               Localised 
Mgmt               Traditional  
 
Ecological corridors 
Condition         Declining 
  
Intensity of use 
Impact              Moderate 
 
Pattern 
Settlement pattern        There is no settlement within zone, but it is abutted by 

development to the south east and a distinct cluster of 
properties to the west. 

Other built features      - 
Presence of water         stream 
Scale                                 small - medium                                            
Sense of enclosure        enclosed 
Diversity                        diverse 
 
Skyline 
The site is surrounded by good tree cover and breaks in vegetation allow views of the local 
hills. 
 
 
Key views          
Views are of a small scale pastoral landscape enclosed by trees, with Brailes Hill forming a 
backdrop to the south-west.  Properties to the east are visible, including the old chapel, and 
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power lines run through the site as well as views over the orchards fringing the rural edge of 
the village. 
 
Intervisibility 
Site observation  Low 
 
Generally views into the site are limited by vegetation and landform from further afield.   
 
Tranquillity 
Noise sources:  Distant hum of road traffic 
Urban views:  Adjacent properties and power lines 
Presence of people:       Infrequent 
 
Tranquillity rating:          High for this part of the zone 
 
Functional relationship 
The site relates to the wider farmed landscape and is part of the smaller scale field pattern 
around the lower slopes of Brailes Hill.  PRoW SS58 and Hen Brook also link to the wider 
area. 
 
Visual relationship 
The site reads as part of the wider farmed landscape with PRoW SS58 immediately rural in 
character. 
 
Settlement edge 
This is a discontinuous edge which is semi-rural in character, with buildings of various ages 
screened by boundary vegetation. 
 
Key receptors     Sensitivity 
Urban residents    High 
PRoW      High 
Road users     Medium 
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View from PROW SS58 looking south-east across orchards to open countryside beyond 

 View from PROW SS58 looking north-west across open countryside beyond  
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Zone          Br_09               Settlement:     Lower Brailes       Parish:   Brailes 

Site description         

Site C comprises a long narrow field with remnant orchard trees located between two 

properties off Henbrook Lane.  Although the potential plot lies within Br09, which has an 

overall landscape sensitivity of high / medium, the field is one of a series of surviving 

traditional orchard sites which is a priority habitat protected from development.  It is typical 

of the characteristic pattern of development within Brailes where dwellings are often 

interspersed with small pockets of orchards/farmland.  The field also retains a native hedge 

and mature hedge tree adjacent to the roadside.  The combination of these factors 

emphasises the distinctive rural character of the settlement which provides visual linkages 

with the wider landscape.    

For all of these reasons this parcel of land is not appropriate for development.  

 

Potential for housing development             high 

The field is one of a series of surviving traditional orchard sites which is a priority habitat 

protected from development.  It is typical of the characteristic pattern of development 

within Brailes where dwellings are often interspersed with small pockets of 

orchards/farmland.  The field also retains a native hedge and mature hedge tree adjacent to 

the roadside.  The combination of these factors emphasises the distinctive rural character of 

the settlement which provides visual linkages with the wider landscape.   

For all of these reasons this parcel of land is not appropriate for development.  

 

Landscape characteristics         (DESK TOP) as Br09 

LDU Level    COTSWOLD FRINGE 
Physiographic                                 
Ground type    Wet claylands  
Landcover    Pastoral farmlands 
Settlement pattern   Village and estate farms 
Cultural sensitivity   - 
Ecological sensitivity   - 
Visual sensitivity   - 
 
Land Cover Parcel data 
Landscape / planning 
AONB YES   Green Belt□    Parks, Gdns & Amenity Green Spaces □   Ancient woodland □   
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TPO unknown 
 
Biodiversity 
SSSI □ Local Wildlife Sites YES,   Warks Wildlife Trust Reserves □ 
Historic /archaeology 
Cons. Area □    SAMS □      Historic Parks / Gdns □  Listed Blgs □    Registered Battlefield □ 
 
Other  
Flood   -       
 
Characteristics 
Landform         Lower stream valley gentle slopes 
Land use           Pastoral 
 
Field boundaries           (FIELD SURVEY) 
Type             Hedgerows       
Species        Thorn       
Condition      Good    
Mgmt                 Outgrown  
 
Hedge /stream trees 
Extent               Scattered /dense  
Age structure   Mixed age 
 
Other trees       
Extent              Apparent 
Age structure Mixed age 
 
Patch survival  
Extent               Localised 
Mgmt               Traditional  
 
Ecological corridors 
Condition         Declining 
  
Intensity of use 
Impact              Moderate 
 
Pattern 
Settlement pattern        Dwellings are often interspersed with small pockets of 

orchards/farmland. 
Other built features      - 
Presence of water         There is a stream to the south of the field. 
Scale                                 small                                            
Sense of enclosure        framed to enclosed 
Diversity                        simple 
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Skyline 
The site is surrounded by good tree cover and breaks in vegetation allow views of the local 
hills. 
 
Key views          
Views are of a small scale pastoral landscape enclosed by trees, with Brailes Hill forming a 
backdrop to the south-west.  The distinct cluster of properties to the east, including the old 
chapel, can be glimpsed through gaps in vegetation and power lines run through the site. 
 
Intervisibility 
Site observation  Low 
 
Generally views into the site are limited by vegetation and landform from further afield.   
 
Tranquillity 
Noise sources:  Distant hum of road traffic 
Urban views:  Adjacent properties and power lines 
Presence of people:       Infrequent 
 
Tranquillity rating:          High for this part of the zone 
 
Functional relationship 
The site relates to the wider farmed landscape and is part of the smaller scale field pattern 
around the lower slopes of Brailes Hill.  PRoW SS58 and Hen Brook also link to the wider 
area. 
 
Visual relationship 
The site reads as part of the wider farmed landscape with PRoW SS58 immediately rural in 
character. 
 
Settlement edge 
This is a discontinuous edge which is semi-rural in character, with buildings of various ages 
screened by boundary vegetation. 
 
Key receptors     Sensitivity 
Urban residents    High 
PRoW      High 
Road users     Medium 
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View from Henbrook Lane towards Site C (Remnant orchard site) 


