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First and foremost a big thank you to all who have been involved in helping the Brailes & Winderton 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering committee create a plan for the future development of the 

Parish. The plan once adopted will be a legal document of which planning officers will have to take 

note 

This document sets out the policies which we propose will inform all planning decisions in the period 

2016 – 2031, including the number of new dwellings in the Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SDC Core strategy 
The Plan conforms, as is required, to the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), and to the District-

wide policies and proposals in the SDC Core Strategy, 

the latter as adopted in July 2016. The village of Brailes 

is currently designated a LSV2 in the SDC Core 

Strategy. 

 

Community Involvement was crucial 

For our Neighbourhood Plan to be successful it must 

represent the views and needs of the community. The 

whole community has been consulted via a number of 

surveys and open days and kept up to date via village 

notice boards, Feldon News the parish magazine, the 

Parish Council and the Brailes and Winderton NDP 

website http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp/  

Period of Public Consultation 
The Brailes Parish Council has now had a chance to 

review the plan produced, and is presenting this to all 

those who live, work and do business in the area. This 

is a formal part of the Neighbourhood Plan process and 

the Parish Council is bound to review all comments 

received, but not necessarily make amendments if it 

considers that the evidence gained from earlier 

community engagement does not support the 

suggested amendments. If you would like to comment 

on this plan before it is passed to the statutory bodies 

for a further period of consultation, please email your 

comments by 17
th
  January to sg@brailesnp.co.uk  or 

post to the Parish Clerk, Neighbourhood Planning, 

Bruton Farm, Admington, Shipston on Stour, CV36 

4JW. A full copy of the draft plan can be found by 

following this link to the NDP website  

http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp . 

 A hard copy is also available at Essence the 

Hairdressers, the Gate and the George public houses 

and the Village Hall in Brailes. 

The Neighbourhood Plan Committee welcome 

comments that support what is written as well as 

those with ideas for improving the document 

The vision for Brailes & Winderton 

The wishes of the community might best be 

summarised by the following ‘vision statement’. This 

also defines the guiding principle behind the Plan’s 

composition.  

“To see Brailes and Winderton develop whilst 

preserving our environment, character and 

community spirit” 

 

 

Main issues  

The principal issues arising from consultation focused 

on 1. A valued landscape and setting, 2.Meeting 

housing requirements and 3. Maintaining a 

strong local economy.  

1. The village is set within the Cotswold AONB; 

Lower Brailes has a Conservation Area. The 

hamlet of Winderton is in the AONB and has 

a Conservation Area. A section of the rural 

area in the north of the Parish has been 

designated as a “Special Landscape Area”. 

Parish surveys over several decades show 

that parishioners value the natural, rural 

environment of Brailes. Protecting this is 

paramount in local opinion and any 

development now or in the future must aim 

to enhance the ability of the community to 

enjoy that rural environment in an AONB. 

2. From the 2015 Survey the group identified 

three key drivers that people told us they 

wanted: Provision of affordable housing for 

people with local connections; The desire for 

“gradual additions” of dwellings; Future 

developments being no more than 6 

dwellings 

3. The Parish of Brailes has a vibrant economy. 

Any developments should ensure this is not 

threatened for continued sustainability 
 

http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp/
mailto:sg@brailesnp.co.uk
http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp
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 To manage the water environment by 

ensuring that development does not add to 

flood risk or harm ecology. 

 To constrain development on designated 

green spaces. 

 To ensure that appropriate new edge of 

settlement development in the village 

conforms to good design practice and is in 

keeping with the surrounding area.  

 To support the use of low carbon energy 

resources into a sustainable future. 

 To strongly moderate light pollution and 

retain “dark skies” in the Parish by the 

sensitive provision of appropriate street 

lighting as required. 

 To ensure new buildings (dwellings) and 

extensions to existing buildings fit in with the 

Village Design Statement and are in keeping 

with the scale and character of the 

surrounding buildings. 

 To ensure that all windfall developments are 

of a small scale, to protect our landscape 

and our environment. 

 

 

 To manage the development of the housing 

stock such that it meets the requirements of 

the SDC Core Strategy and provides 

affordable housing as required by the latest 

Brailes Housing Needs Survey. 

 To use the 5 allocated sites to meet the local 

need for affordable housing. 

 To allocate 2 safeguarded sites which can be 

used in the later stages of the Plan to meet 

potential housing needs, as identified by the 

then current Housing Needs Survey. 

 To support the development of affordable 

housing on rural exception sites, these sites 

are small sites used solely for affordable 

housing on land within or adjoining existing 

small rural communities which would not 

otherwise be released for general market 

housing because it is subject to policies of 

restraint. 

 To manage the development of the windfall 

sites such that they meet local requirements. 

 To provide housing for Older or Disabled 

Residents. 

 To manage the density of new developments 

so they are compatible with existing housing, 

and preserve the edge of village 

requirements (in Policy L9). 

 

 To ensure that developments do not harm 

the economy. They should support a 

sustainable and competitive economy in line 

with NPPF Para 18 and Para 28. 

 To ensure that the existing economy in the 

Parish is maintained or expanded to offer 

increased opportunities for employment. 

NPPF Paras 18 to 21. 

 To ensure the communications infrastructure 

supports the needs of the local economy. 

NPPF Para 42 to 46. 

 To acknowledge and support the growing 

trend of people working from home and 

ensure that new development is not 

detrimental to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on these issues, a number of objectives were set for the plan: 
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L13.  All new windfall housing developments must 

be limited to six dwellings or less 

 

 
H1. Development must follow a gradual approach 

in conjunction with regular Housing Needs 

Surveys, so that development must satisfy current 

identified local need. 

H2. At the appropriate time the Parish Council must 

investigate, with the landowners, the use of the 

allocated sites to provide affordable housing in the 

Parish. Four sites will have six dwellings of which 

two will be affordable housing; one site will have 

three dwellings of which 1 will be affordable. 

H3. The safeguarded  land will be released during 

the Plan period if it can demonstrated, through a 

need identified by a Housing Needs Survey, that 

additional affordable housing is required. These 

sites (see Proposals Map in the full draft plan) will 

have 6 dwellings per site of which 2 must be 

affordable housing. 

H4. At the appropriate time the Parish Council may 

support the development of affordable housing on 

land outside the BUAB. These sites will be of 

around six houses and will be affordable houses 

only. Evidence for their need will be provided by a 

correctly administered Housing Needs Survey. The 

design and construction of the dwellings will be 

subject to all the policies in the Plan. 

H5. All new windfall developments with more than 

3 dwellings on the site should provide 66% 2 or 3 

bedroom dwellings. The Parish Council will review 

this in the light of current housing requirements. 

H6. Encourage the provision of dwellings for older 

residents or enabled dwellings for disabled 

residents, whose own properties will be released 

into the market or transferred to a family member. 

H7. Density is defined as the number of dwellings 

per hectare. Any new development should not 

exceed the density of existing neighbouring 

developments. Where it is essential to exceed this 

density, a buffer zone must be provided to ensure 

the smooth transition from high to low housing 

density, so existing developments are not 

overpowered, and the character is maintained. 

 

L1.  New developments must adopt best practice 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)  
L2.  Work in progress to alleviate flood risk to Parish 
properties with the WCC Flood Team, National Flood 
Forum and Brailes Flood Group should continue 
sustainably into the future.    
L3. Ensure that Severn Trent Water Authority (STWA) 
fulfill their statutory duty in maintaining the current 
infrastructure to provide adequate sewerage and storm 
water capacity for the Parish. 
L4.  STWA must ensure that the capacity of the 
sewerage infrastructure accommodating all new 
developments over the Plan period is sustainable and 
does not exceed the capacity of the Water Treatment 
Works for Brailes and Cherington. 
L5.  It must be demonstrated that new development 
sites are not currently subject to risk from potential 
sources of flooding evidenced by publicly available 
fluvial and surface water maps from WCC, the 
Environment Agency and local knowledge.  
 L6. The ecological impacts of any flood water 
management proposals must be fully assessed. 
L7.  Flood alleviation works for Brailes must take into 
account additional risk to flooding villages downstream.   
L8. Proposals for development in Local Green Spaces 
will not be permitted except in very special 
circumstances. Locations designated as Local Green 
Spaces are the village playing field (Lower Brailes), the 
3 large village greens (The Lower Green, the War 
Memorial Green and the Upper Green, known as 
“Salcracks”).  
L9.  To ensure that good design practices, set out in the 
Village Design Statement (appendix 9 in the full 
document) are adhered to for developments that border 
the edge of the settlement (e.g. Brailes village). They 
should blend in with existing developments and 
surrounding areas and be in harmony with the 
landscape when viewed from looking out of and in to 
the village. Ecological status should be maintained or 
enhanced. 
L10. New development should incorporate energy 
resource efficiency in its design. Renewable energy 
projects should be encouraged having due regard to the 
requirements of the AONB and SDC renewable energy 
policies 
L11. Replacement of current street lighting and street 
lights in new developments should use energy efficient 
light bulbs and be programmed to switch on/off at times 
to minimise light pollution. Lighting design should 
maximise area to be lit while avoiding sending 
unnecessary light into the sky. 
L12. All Planning Applications should follow the 

guidelines of the Village Design Statement and take 

account of the character, scale and building materials of 

the immediate surrounding buildings. In addition 

sufficient trees, shrubs and green spaces need to be 

included to ensure the development “blends” in with the 

surrounding countryside.  

 

Policies 

In addressing these issues/aims, policies have been created to ensure that all new development 

meets the needs and aspirations of the community. Each of the policies has been created in 

response to the aims and these in turn are linked to evidence coming from the community 

consultations. Summaries of the policies are below. The full wording and more explanation for the 

rationale behind these policies are contained in the full copy of the draft plan. 



Brailes & Winderton Neighbourhood Development  Plan 

 

E1. Economic development should be 

encouraged. All development proposals must 

include a statement demonstrating how the 

development will enhance and improve the local 

economy and not harm the Parish in any way. 

E2. Any appropriate plans that enhance local 

businesses should be supported. 

E3. Where it can be demonstrated there is little or 

no likelihood of a redundant farm building 

continuing to be used for its intended purpose, 

alternative uses which will be of long-term benefit 

to the community and the environment will be 

encouraged. The AONB states 'conversions need 

to be carefully appraised so that the building’s 

distinctive character and setting are retained and 

adverse impacts on important nature conservation 

interests are avoided.' 

Any decision should meet the requirements of 

NPPF Para 22. 

E4.The effective re-use of Previously Developed 

Land, brownfield land, is encouraged. The NPPF 

fully defines brownfield land as “land which is or 

was occupied by a permanent structure”. The 

NPPF definition of Previously Developed Land will 

apply. The Parish Council should encourage the 

re-use of this land to provide affordable housing, 

should there be a proven need for it. 

E5. Every effort should be made to improve the 

current infrastructure. Any plans to do so must 

ensure that impact on the AONB is taken into 

consideration. All new developments should be 

provided with the highest possible quality 

communications structure to ensure that 

sustainable economic growth can be maintained. 

E6. The design of new residential development, 

incorporating home offices, studios and similar 

facilities is encouraged. 

 

This can only be a summary of the policies of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. To fully appreciate the 

policies, evidence and the background in composing 

the policies, as well as the results of the surveys 

completed, reference has to be made to the full draft 

plan which is available on the website 

http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp/ and in 

the Essence Hairdressers, the Gate and the George 

public houses and the Village Hall in Brailes. 

There will also be copies available at open meetings 

on Monday 5
th

 December, Monday 9
th

 January, 

and Monday 16
th

 January between 8 and 9pm in 

the Pavilion in Brailes. Members of the steering 

committee will be on hand to discuss the plan and 

answer any questions 

What is required now from the community is 

approval in principal to the plan, for comments to be 

made and returned to the Parish Clerk. Below is a 

form that can be returned with comments. We ask 

for names and post codes because comments have 

to be from residents, businesses, landowners within 

the Parish of Brailes and we therefore have a means 

of checking the electoral roll. Personal details are 

confidential and are only available to the Parish 

Council. 

Once comments are received and reviewed, and 

amendments made the Neighbourhood Plan will be 

submitted to Stratford District Council and other 

interested parties for review and comment. Further 

amendments could be made at this stage, prior to 

the Plan going to the formal examiner to consider if 

the document is compliant with the rules and ready 

to be sent to a formal referendum in the community. 

 

 

http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp/
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All comments should be made by 17
th

  January to sg@brailesnp.co.uk  or posted to the Parish Clerk, 

Neighbourhood Planning, Bruton Farm, Admington, Shipston on Stour, CV36 4JW  

A full copy of the draft plan can be found by following this link to the NDP website  

http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp 

Name……………………………….. Address……………………………………………………….. 

Post Code……………………… e mail address…………………………………………………… 

Q1. What is your opinion of the NDP in its current form? 

If your comment concerns a particular part of the draft Plan, please provide the relevant paragraph 

heading/number and page number to which your comment relates 

Please supply any comments you have on the Neighbourhood Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2. Do you have any suggested amendments?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to use additional paper/space to write your comments 

mailto:sg@brailesnp.co.uk
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