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On 9
th

 March 2016 the Neighbourhood Plan Team requested clarification from Stratford 

District Council of which Flood Risk Assessment Map we should use and refer to in the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

The following guidance was received:   

“I would strongly recommend that any of the NDP groups use the updated Strategic Flood 

Risk Assessment 2013 (SFRA).”   Copies of the e-mail communication are included in Annex 1 below 

The following map is an enlarged detail of the map used in this Risk Assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

To access this map on the District Council’s website go to 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-flood-risk-assessment.cfm 

At our January 2016 Open Day Consultation Event we displayed a map titled: Flood Zone 

Environment Agency Flood Map.  Also Corer Strategy Evidence SHLAA Review LSV’s 2012.* 

The map was referred to in our questionnaire asking which types of criteria should be 



prioritised in site selection criteria. This map can be viewed at 

http://www.brailesparishcouncil.co.uk/npwp/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Criteria-

Maps.pdf 

The map was produced using data from the Environment Agency’s Flood Map for Planning 

(Rivers and Sea) published on their website at http://maps.environment-

agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?lang=_e&topic=floodmap&layer=default&ep=map&l

ayerGroups=default&scale=9&x=431419&y=239098#x=431404&y=239164&lg=1,2,10,&scal

e=10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The flood zones shown on this map are similar to that shown on the Core Strategy 2012 

evidence base assessment SHLAA 2012 available at 

https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning/shlaa-review-2012.cfm 

 

   



Annex 1 E-mails from Stratford District Council 

From: Matthew Neal [mailto:Matthew.Neal@stratford-dc.gov.uk]  

Sent: 10 March 2016 13:49 
To: Peter Jordan 

Subject: FW: Flood Map 

 
Dear Mr Jordan, 
Please find below some advice from my colleague, Fiona on the issue of flood maps. I hope it will be 

of assistance, but should you have any further questions, Fiona has indicated she would be happy to 

discuss this issue further with you. 
Kind regards, 
Matthew. 
  
Matthew Neal 

Neighbourhood Planning Officer 
Chief Executive’s Unit 
 
Stratford on Avon District Council, Elizabeth House, Church Street, Stratford upon Avon, Warwickshire, CV37 6HX 
Switchboard +44 (0)1789 267575, Direct +44 (0)1789 260320, Fax +44 (0)1789 260630 
email matthew.neal@stratford-dc.gov.uk, web www.stratford.gov.uk  
Please don’t print this email unless you need to    
  
From: Fiona Blundell  
Sent: 09 March 2016 16:30 

To: Matthew Neal 
Subject: RE: Flood Map 
  
Hi Matt, 
I would strongly recommend that any of the NDP groups use the updated Strategic Flood Risk 

Assessment  2013 (SFRA).   

 
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) requires that Local Plans are supported by Strategic 

Flood Risk Assessment, to develop policies to manage flood risk from all sources, taking account of 

advice from the Environment Agency and other relevant flood management bodies, such as the local 

lead flood authorities ( Warwickshire County Council in our case) and internal drainage boards. 
  
The updated SFRA 2013 (URS) includes a report which provides an overview of flood risk in Stratford-

on-Avon District.  The core output of the study is a series of maps which detail the flood risk from 

rivers, surface water, groundwater and artificial sources.  The mapping is provided in electronic 

format and is available on the Council’s website- see link below. 
  
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-flood-risk-assessment.cfm 
  
The SFRA report identifies the variation in flood risk across the district.  It includes the Flood Zone 

Maps that delineate the flood zones outlined in the NPPF as Flood Zone One – Low Probability, Flood 

Zone 2- Medium Probability and Flood Zone 3a – High Probability.  Flood Zone 3b – the functional 

flood plain - has also been mapped.  It also provides guidance on the application of the Sequential 

Approach, in order to enable the Council to guide development to areas of lower probability of flood 

risk.  The Flooding Zones remain the starting point for the sequential approach.  The report also 

incorporates further guidance on SFRA Level 2 and site specific Flood Risk Assessments 

requirements.  
  



Updated information and guidance has been provided for emergency planning and flood risk 

management, in line with the Environment Agency and Defra advice.  The update also contains 

further guidance on the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems, detailing information on the 

appropriate locations, types and techniques within the district.  As regards the plan making function, 

the update makes recommendations relating to flood risk, surface water flooding, sewer and 

groundwater flooding and flooding from artificial sources that should be built into policy.  
  
The findings highlight a number of potential future flood alleviation schemes in the district.  These 

are schemes that have been identified by the Environment Agency as potentially benefiting local 

communities. These comprise the following locations: 
Gaydon  
Bell Brook, Snitterfield 
Lot Brook, Southam 
Cherington 
Fenny Compton  
  
Hope this helps. I’m happy to discuss it further. 
Kind regards 
Fiona 
  
Fiona Blundell 
Policy Planner 
Chief Executive's Unit 


